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Satire’s my weapon; but Pm too discreet, 

Lv run a-muck and tilt at all I meet: 

I only wear it ina land of Hectors, 

Lhieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directers.— Pope, 
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MISERABLE AND WHIMSICAL CONDITION 
OF THE COUNTRY. 


cS Roane 


Prospects of the Farmers like those of the Reformers— 
Inutility of Petitioning—and Folly of expecting 
Relief. 

The aspect of the country at present, closely resembles 

ihat which it presented at the close of the year, 1819, 

when the six acts were passed, and when it was deemed 


‘necessary to legislate against the powerful effects of the 


* two-penny trash.” It is not exactly the same parties 
who are figuring on the political stage; but every thing 
else is similar, We have “ itinerant orators,” “ factious 
“ meetings,” “ clamorous assemblies,” and “ disaffected 
* instigators of the publéc ;” with the usual set-off of 
“ loyal confidence in the collective wisdom of parlia- 
“ ment ;” and a “ respect for the sacred constitution of 
“ our country,” which is tobe revered while it dispatches 
its votaries to the workhouse, or to the grave! Thede- 
vice of preventing the public from assembling has had 


tittle effect; and those very persons who vy 
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suspension of public rights, are now themselves imi. 
tating the conduct of those parties, whom they declared 
it was essential to the public welfare should be visited 
with the severest penalties of the law! Such are the 
miserable consequences of a system of méschievous ex- 
pedients! When the people were distressed they were 
‘lenounced as traitors for their complaints—their meet- 
ings were dispersed by a brutal mockery of a military 
force. Men, women, and children, were killed, and 
wounded, without being allowed even time to disperse : 
and these deeds were applauded by a set of things, who 
are now driven, by their own distress, to adopt the very 
conduct which they called treasonable, and punished as 
seditious, in others; who had the same cause, and an 
equal right with themselves to complain, and to seck re- 
dress for their grievances. What will the ministers do 
now? Will they prohibit the farmers from assembling ? 
Will they authorize the cutting of their throats, to put an 
end to their troublesome applications for relief? They 
will be as well justified in charging the farmers with a 
drunken yeomanry, as they were in employing such 
means against the Reformers! The Reformers com- 
plained of distress and injury, arising, as they believed, 
from the suspension of their natural rights, and from the 
misrule lo which misrepresentation in parliament had 
subjected them. Their meetings were quite as legal as 
the meetings of the farmers. Their objects were more 
honest, and moreinconformity with the principles on which 
laws should be founded, than the avowed objects of many of 
the meetings of the farmers, and landholders :—for the 
Reformers did not ask to be indemnified or relieved, at 
the expense of other sufferers. They proclaimed their 
willingness to bear any burthens that were legally im- 
posed by their own representatives. They did not require 
restrictive laws for their peculiar protection: —nor did 
they wish to shift their burthens from their own shoul- 
ders, to the backs of others who were already sufficiently 
burthened. With more reason to complain, and looking 
forward to more legal relief ;—obeying the laws, and ex- 
pecting their protection, Lord Suffield, in his address te 
the Norfolk agriculturists, tells them, “ that the manu- 
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“ faciurers of the Nurth had met to consider of the best 
‘means of relieving their distress, and they had 
“ had their throats cut for so meeting.” It was not 
necessary for Lord Suffield to say this, toauthenticate the 
fact, thus metaphorically stated ;—but, with this fact, 
before their eyes, what can the farmers expect?~ Can 
they not see their «wdtimate fate, in the fate of the re- 
formers at Manchester? We shall be told they are yet 
permitted to meet—that their meetings are legal—that 
they have a right to meet—and that their petitions ought 
to be granted. But we tell them to look at the fate of 
the reformers, and they will see their own future fortunes 
ina faithful mirror. A military force has already dis- 
persed a legal meeting of Freeholders in Ireland, be- 
cause they did not choose to adopt a line of conduct 
prescribed for them. The system is no respecter of per- 
sons. It will have only slaves:—and those who attempt 
to oppose it in any effectual manner, it will treat as its 
enemies, whether they are Freeholders, farmers, 
or reformers. The reformers were fong permit- 
ted to meet. They were long permitted to petition; 
and their petitions were long received, without 
any abuse. Reform was not a bugbear even to the 
honourable house, until it became a serious object with 
the people. The reformers might have met, and peti- 
tioned in their former style, until the present moment ; 
while they reposed upon the wisdom and justice of the 
parliament, for the proper period of considering their 
claims. That period would never have arrived; but they 
might have waited for it as long as they pleased, and 
petitioned for it, respectfully, every sessions of parlia- 
ment. No one ever thought of questioning the legality 

of the meetings of the reformers, any more than the 
now question the legality of the meetings of the Free- 
holders! But when the reformers began to present as 
formidable an aspect from their nmbers, and organiza- 
tion, as they did in the justice of their claims, and the 
unanswerable nature of their arguments—when their 
rev | ry either have been conceded, or themselves 
with fe » their enemies chose the latter way of dealing 
0 them, without any hesitation :-—and new penal laws 
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were rapidly enacted, to render that ed/egal, which hac 
been legal ever since England pretended to be a free 
S late. Seeing this, what "have the farmers to expect” 
Phey are now “brought under the immediate pressure of 
taxation, and they want to escape from it:—but in vain 
—for the taxation cannot be dispensed with, until the 
system is altered. What is now raised in the way of 
texation, enormous as it is, is by nomeans sufficient for 
ihe charges upon it ;—and the charges upon it would be 
rapidly encreased, if any means of encreasing the reve- 
nue could be found. Ministers of State always spena 
Whatever they can ged; and generallya great deal more. 
-—and whatever addition to their means of raising taxes 
could be devised, would soon be swallowed up in the 
additional demands of their old minions, and the half- 
satisfied appetites of their rew expectants. This pro- 
position, which is true in all courts, is more particularly 
applicable to a system, so replete with corruptions, and 
abuses, and expedients, as ours. The sole actuating im- 
pulse here, is se//-enterest. We have neitier the lofty 
sense of honour, that sometimes actuates the court of an 
absolute monarch ; ; nor the frugal honesty of a republican 
administration. Gain is the only deity ‘who has an altar 
in the bosoms of our sagacious statesmen! and even 
power, is only valued for ifs sweeter accompaniment. 
smolunent. Tis avarice all—ambition is no more !’’ 
Under such a system, what have the farmers to expect, 
of commisseration, or sympathy? Whe is to feel for 
them? Certainly not those who are deriving benefit 
from their sufferings? Who is to alleviate the | pressure 
of which they complain? Certainly not those whom the 
pressure fattens with their spoil! Nothing then remaine 
tor the farmers, but to bear as long as they can bear 
ine pressure: unless, in the interim, they have 
visdora and courage enough to demand a reform—and 
when they do this—when they reaily touch any of the 
sure places of the system—and begin to altack the real 
cause Of their evils, whey must expect the fate of other 
reformers. The system will attempt tu erush all who 
attempt to oppose ils career;—and it would urge its 
course as readily over the bodies; of opposing Farmers. 
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a3 UpPpOsing Reformers. Whether against the Retormers 
of Manchester, when the cry was “‘ equal representation,” 
or against the populace of London, when it demanded a 
due respect to the ashes of the Qucen,—the cry was, 
+ havec, and let slip the dogs of war!” And do the 
farmers expect to soothe the system into a forbearance 
of its ravages? Do they expect to persuade it to leave 
them untouched for the future? They must have a bet- 
ter opinion of their own eloquence, than the event will 
justify, if they expect anything so absurd. Yet, perhaps, 
they think to tempt it to leave off devouring them, by 
shewing it the funds, which have been yet almost un- 
touched. This forlorn hope reminds us of a fable, to the 
following effect. A sheep who had fallen into the clutches 
of the wolf, told him she was much teo little for his din- 
ner; and that if he would spare her, she would shew him 
where a fine fat calf might be found. The wolf agreed ; 
but when he was put in possession of the calf’s residence 
in the wood, he said—* IL is a fine fat calf, indeed ; and 
** will make a hearty meal for me, when I am very hua- 
“gry. At present, { only want a snap to make up for 
‘a middling breakfast :—so I shall dine upon the calf, 
* which fam very much obliged to you for providing 
“me; and, in the mean time, I shall lunch upon you.” 
So it will be with the farmers. They have been seized 
upon by the system, and it will not leave them, while 
they have any thing left. The Ministers know the funds 
are untouched, weil enough. It is no news to them, te 
hear a tax upon the funds, or a reduction of the debt, 
proposed. The funds are the fine fat calf they have 
in reserve, when they shall need a full meal; but they 
do not want the sheep’s information where to find it.— 
They have it safe in their own penn. The funds they ean 
reach at any fame, and they want no information upon 
that head. They have not over-looked the bulls and 
bears of Change Alley, all this while. But this is their 
fast resource; and they will keep it untouched until 
driven by very famine to attack it. This time must come ; 
out not yet. They have a preliminary game to play with 
the landholders, who are not reached to half the extent 
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they will be. The farmers are ruined already ; at least. 
the greater part of them. No measures can benefit the 
many thousands whose little capital has been exhausted. 
They must fall into the ranks of labourers and depend- 
ants. But there is yet much more to be squeezed from 
the old aristocracy, and the gentlemen landholders.— 
Their zxcomes have been materially reduced; but their 
capitals are not much invaded. It is only a year or twe 
since they began to find any material difficulties in the 
collection of their rents. By pressing the farmers closely 
in some instances, and relaxing their demands in others, 
they have got a considerable portion of their usual in- 
comes ; and a proportion, which, allowing for the fall of 

roduce one half, leaves their resources, at present, but 
little impaired. There is yel a considerable proportion 
of their abundance to be drawn from them, and it must 
be taken away, without a total alteration of system.— 
They may clamour as much as they please ; it will not 
avail them. While they have moncy, or can raise money, 
they must pay. The ruin of the present race of land- 
holders, is as certain as the ruin of the present race of 
farmers; but they are not ruined yet. The acres remain, 
though they are less productive than before ; but the 
acres must shortly follow the profits of the acres :—and 
this before any reduction will be made in the civil list, 
the salaries of public functionaries, or the abolition of 
sinecure places takes place. It is wished by some sim- 
pletons to tax the funds five millions, and to take off 
five millions of agricultural taxes. What could this do, 
towards benefitting the farmers. Three or four years 
ago, while he had something he could call his own, the 
repeal might have benefitted the farmer; but it will avail 
him little now. If five millions be taken from the fund- 
holders, they will have so much the less to spend, which 
will occasion a diminution of consumption to that amount. 
A difference of five millions per annum, though a large 
sum, and as much more as the whole government of 
America costs, would scarcely be felt out of our load of 
sixty millions, when twenty- millions, at the most, is all 
that the country could fairly bear. A repeal to that 
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amount might have delayed the distress a little lounger: 
but it could neither have prevented, nor will it now re- 
jieve it. One half the taxation ought to be abolished at 
ance, to afford any efiectual relief; and it must be then 
yeduced much lower, to render the relief permanent. 
But who isto make this reduction? None but areformed 
iegislature would listen te such a proposal. However 
fair, however just, however necessary, itcould not be car- 
ried into effect without a reform. The government would 
sink under such an experiment. The ministers know 
this ; and therefore they dare not make it; and it is use- 
jess to urge them to any material reduction; for to re- 
duce their means of buying support, is in the same ratio 
to undermine their power, and lead to the final destruc- 
tion of their system, and the loss of their emoluments. 
Sufficient proof of their determination to maintain things 
as they are, may be seen in their systematic opposition 
to the reductions proposed by Mr. Hume. They knew, 
as Wellas he did, that the reductions might be made; but 
they knew alsu, that their érflwence fell twenty shillings 
in value by every twenty shillings they struck off the 
public expenditure. They knew their friends sold them 
foyalty for bank notes:—and as they hold a thousand 
millions to be a cheup price for the restoration of the 
Bourbons and the Pope, they naturally think sixty mil- 
lions per annum equally cheap for the purchase of all the 
servile and venal slaves of England. ‘They defend their 
expenditure as pertinaciously as their salaries; as itis this 
part of the system which enables them to secure their 
own emoluments. Hence they defend every expence as 
necessary, till they are unable to find means to discharge 
it: and when necessity drives them to any retrenchment 
they begin with the dowest scale of their dependant , and 
those whose enmity can least interfere with their power. 
Clerks have been dismissed from the public offices, and 
labourers from the public depots : —but the salaries of 
the Judges, and other great men, remain untouched; 
though raised expressly on account of the dearness of 
provisions, Placemen and sinecurists remain in the full 
*njoyment of all their revenues; which may, in fact, be 
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considered as doubled by the fall in the price of produce, 
as they can now obtain twice as much of the produce of 
the labour of others, for their salaries, as they could wher 
their unjust emoluments were awarded to them, during 
the high prices of food, and other articles. The farmers, 
are, nevertheless, advised not to talk about politics, not 
to allude to these things, not to mention reform, lest their 
petitions should be disregarded! Is it, then, come to 
this? Are Englishmen to beg humbly for redress of their 
uvexampled wrongs, and not dare to allude to the cause, 
lest their pretended representatives should be offended ? 
Are they so terrified, when they meet these representa- 
tives in their county halls? There they can question 
them, and catechise them ; and what ludicrous figures 
many of them moke under such examinations it is not 
necessary to state. Take fer instance the following ex- 
tract from the proceedings of the Norfolk Meeting, when 
Mr. £. Wodehouse, the colleague of Mr. Coke came for- 
ward, with a repentant visage, to recant half his former 
creed, and to condemn the agricultural report for its 
** stupidity, absurdity, and chaotic confusion of ideas!” 
He professed himself “ fully sensible that their only hope 
** of relief Was to be found in the shape of mitigated tax- 
‘“‘ ation;” and confessed this declaration ‘‘ came rather 
“late from a man who had advocated every measure, 
* that rendered taxation necessary.” As for the /ateness 
of the period, we are not disposed to mind that; for we 
remember the story of a dog-breeder, who thought he 
could bring forward his puppies earlier, by couching their 
eyes on the third day, instead of wailing the time ap- 
pointed by nature for puppies to see. Instead, however, 
of mending the matter, he made it worse ; for exposing 
the orb of sight too soon, it was entirely destroyed. In 
all cases it is useless to attempt to bring any thing for- 
ward prematurely. Nature has declared that puppies 
shall not see until the ninth day ; and the time must be 
aes waited for. But when the time is expired, we 

ve a right to expect that people who profess to see, 
shall really have their eyes open; and when Mr. Wode- 
house saw that a mitigated taxation was the only means 


a 
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of relief, he might be expected to see also, that an a7- 
gravated taxation was the only cause of the distress. 
The taxation might have many causes, but the distress 
has only one. He himself, is one of the causes of taxa~ 
tion; for he has constantly supported all the silly and 
dangerous measures which made it necessary, and which 
keep it so. A wantof reform is another, and the leading 
cause of the taxation, for he could not have held a place 
in a reformed house, to patronize such bad measures. 
Yet he “ could not agree to the resolutions relative to @ 
‘ reform in parliament,” which hed been proposed by 
Mr. E. Taylor, when neglected, or dreaded by all beside, 
and which were yet carried with not more than a dozen 
dissentient voices. Whether he likes his seat so well, 
as not to like to hazard a removal by a reform, he 
did not say; but he went on to say:—*“‘ For his part, he 
“ could say as well as Mr. Coke, that he had never de- 
“* ceived his constituents.” This might have done among 
his fellow “thunderers ;” but here it was a luckless 
boast: and he was assailed with many cries of—** You 
“have! you have!’ Still resting upon his parliamea - 
tary privilege, he exclaimed, “‘Shew me the man that 
‘* dares come from the crowd, and say that I have de- 
‘* ceived my constituents!” The challenge was imme- 
diately accepted. Mr. N. Palmer stepped forward, and 
said—] say you have deceived them ; and I will prove 
it, if you will answer one question honestly. I ask 
* you whether, though you voted agazns¢ the malt du- 
. tes, you did not vote for the establishments which 
: those malt duties were to support? This was a de- 
. ception, and [ tell it you to your face. If, when our 
: representatives come and beard us to our faces, we are 
not allowed lo catechise them as to their conduct, we 
7 have nothing to do, but quietly bend our necks to the 
- yoke. One reason of the distress suffered in the coun- 
try was, that for the last twenty years country gen- 
“*tlemen, instead of dispensing blessings to their te- 
* nants, on their estates, had been dancing attendance at 
“ levees, and playing the part of sycophants at court.”— 
This prompt chastisement of an over weening opnfidence 
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i public credulity, was received with doud cheers ; and 
the courage of Mr. Wodehouse instantly evaporated.— 
He no longer called for the appearance of his accusers. 
One stood avowed before his face; and he admitted, 
*“* he had certainly voted for the establishments, but it 
‘* was on a thorough conviction of their necessity, and 
‘he had thought the taxes for their support mzgft have 
‘“* been raised on other articles, than malt and soap !”— 
Two more evasions, two more deceptions, which the 
humanity of Mr. Palmer prevented his exposure ; or 
he might have told him to his face, that he had xo tho- 
rough conviction of their necessity—that a scale of re- 
duction was before him, which would have rendered 
them unnecessary-—and that, whatever he thougAt might 
have been done, he knew that the taxes would be laid 
on malt and soap, and permitted them to be imposed on 
these articles without proposing any other means of rais- 
ing them. Let the farmers accustom themselves to think 
that the majority of the TTouse of Commons, which has 
imposed all their burdens upon them, is a collection of 
Wodehouses! of men who either could not, or would 
not, see the mischief they were doing to others, while 
they profitted by it themselves:—and when they have 
dwelt upon this idea a few days, we will present them 
with a copy ofa series of resolutions which they may 
adopt at their different meetings, when they shall find 
their present line of conduct unavailing. 

At Taunton, a resolution relative to the necessity of 
reform, was proposed, and withdrawn, because it was 
supposed to be against the wishes of the majority of the 
meeting. The common trick was played off, by the 
agents of the system ; and the mover and seconder, 
were advised to withdraw it, vot lest it should be lost, 
but lest it should be carried. At the Norfolk meeting 
Earl Albemarle and Lord Suffield, declined to press the 
question of reform, to maintain an unanimity ; but when 
Mr. E. Taylor did not think this a reason why the most 
important truth should be suppressed, he fouud the great 
body of the meeting with him ; and only fen or twelve 
simpletons against the motion. So it would have been 
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at Taunton, lad the experiment been tried, notwithstand - 
ing Sir Tommy Lethbridge’s objections. He may be an 
honest member of parliament; but it is pretty evident in 
the result of their measures, that his colleagues and him - 
self have no wisdom to boast of ; and, as ability, is as 
essential as honesty in public affairs, it is high time that 
they all abandoned the situations they are incompetent to 
fill. 








DISCREET ABUSE OF DESPOTISM. 

In bestowing a little wholesome and honest castigation 
on the tiger-cat Editor of the Hull Packet, we had no 
hopesof making a convert; nor are we at all flattered by 
his conversion, of which some late essays furnish abun- 
dant proofs, as our readers may see by the following ex- 
tracts. They will bear in mind that he was a red-hot 
loyalist, absolutely Azsstng and sparkling, with the ef- 
fervescence of undebauched loyalty. He believed the 
best thing in the world for suppressing reform, was to cut 
the throats of the reformers. Every thing mdnisterzal 
was the best thing in the work, in his opinion. He wou'd 
have exalted the monarch into a God, and canonized all 
who bent before him. When, lo! he has fallen down 
and worshipped the BLhack DwarrF! copied his sayings, 
and offered incense to his prison-house! read and be- 
lieve :-—“ The gentry, in general, have chosen rather to 
“ ruin their tenants under the idea that the low price of 
‘* produce was but temporary, than to bring down the 
‘* rental to the actual value of the occupation.” He al- 
lows that “tythes may admit of regulation;” though, 
upon this point, he has got some silly notions into his head 
about the dandlord, and not the tenant, paying them ; 
but he will soon grow wiser, and learn that whoever pays 
them, their payment at all, is a great injury to both te- 
nant and landlord. We must not expect so determined 
a blockhead to become every way wise in a week or two. 
Though an Irishman, he has also some muddy ideas about 
Jreland. He attributes the mischiefs of that country to 
non-residence,and non-residence to the catholic religion! 
Perhaps his historical knowledge does not reach so far as 
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ihe wneon, which more naturally accounts for affluence 
deserting an oppressed country when reduced to the con- 
dition of a conquered province. However our old tiger- 
cat sees that Ireland is oppressed; and says—*‘ oppression 
‘* makes a wise man mad, and converts a savage into a 
“demon. The relicf remains with the gentry of Ire- 
“land; and if they with-hold it, with what countenance 
‘* can they call upon the government to employ the army 
* to protect them in grinding the poor, and in carrying 
‘“‘ on a system, marked as much by its folly, as by its 
downright iniquity!” Bravo, bravo, Mr. Sidney, you 
will shortly say as much for England! What, they do 
grind the poor in Ireland, do they? And the gentry do 
it, dothey? And they ask the government to lend them 
troops to work their grinding mill, do they? Faith, it is 
no wonder the Irish poor should endeavour to grind the 
gentry in their time! is it, Mr. Sidney? The man grows 
patriotic, as he removes farther from the scene of his 
birth. He can defend insurrection in Ireland; but he 
goes much farther in Spain. There he is not even con- 
tent with radical reform; but actually proceeds to jus- 
lify Aeng-killing, and all its consequences. He has no 
pity for the petticoat-embroiderer, Ferdinand! The storm 
beats hard, the tide rolls h avily against him—but yet he 
isa king! He is foolish, and obstinate, but yet he is a 
king! He has been tyrannical and capricious, but yet he 
isa king! He has been wantonly cruel, and unjustly 
harsh;—but kings have often been praised for equal in- 


justice, and he is a Aing!—and as he is not worse than 


the majority of kings have ever been, all true king’s- 
men, who would bend before a king who had any thing 
to give, though it were the monarch of the infernal re- 
gions, should support king Ferdinand, to be consistent in 
their faith. Yet this tiger-cat, apparently happy that he 
has got something which he can safely indulge his appe- 
tite in devouring, falls upon the Spanish Monarch, with 
all the ferocity of the most ravenous appetite ; and abuses 
him worse than he has ever ventured to abuse the trium- 
phant radicals. Hear what he says, and wonder while ye 
hear it :— 

“It isa mystory ious and over has been, in reference 
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tg this country, how a civilized people, by no means 
* ignorant of the polite arts, a commercial nation, in the 
‘ epjoyment of one of the finest countries in Europe, and 
“in the neighbourhood of one of the most accomplished 
“ nations in the world: we say, it appears strange that 
“ considering the exchange of sentiments which must 
“ naturally take place in their commercial intercourse, 
the benefits resulting from the cultivation of the arts, 
“and their near attachment to France, a disposition 
‘‘ should not have manifested itself in a stronger and 
‘“ more decisive tone, to keep down the pitiful and de- 
“ grading oppression of a bigatted Prince, too igno- 
“rant to govern, too infirm, mentally, to direct the 
‘ councils of a kingdom, too prejudiced to be instructed 
‘in the art of Government, and too insensible to the 
“ calls of humanity to be entrusted with power which 
“he has abused, and which he continues to abuse, with 
“the most shameful indifference.” Weard ever any 
man such rascal-railing at the Lord’s anointed? And 
this fellow pretends to be a loyal man! Is Spain the 
only ctvidized nation that bends with similar disgrace, 
beneath the degrading oppressing of a bigotted Prince? 
is mental infirmity the vice of Ferdinand alone, of al! 
ihe crowned heads of Europe? Is he alone trhuman ? 
Does he alone abuse the power with which he is intrust- 
ed? If these were reasons for dethroning Kings, how 
riany would remain seated? And for a loyal man, to 
preach such doctrines. They may be in character with 
reasoners, who demand reason and virtue, in all go- 
vernors:—but for things who declare one Monarch 
* cannot commit an act of folly, much less of vice,’ te 
‘ail so loudly at another who is not worse than some cf 
his neighbours, is vile indeed. We remember, that a 
(‘rench author was prosecuted in England, for libelling 
the First Consul of France. Hear how this loyal adorer 
of things as they are in England, continues to load the 
King of Spain with invectives—‘* Jt would be a difficult 
“ theng to point out one solitary instance of this man’s 
_ conduct deserving praise; his first act of kingly go- 
 vernment was as debassed as his present is pusillani- 
" mous—-no one deed of his life evinces talent which 
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. ought to be the compan ion of a throne ; particularly 
‘Ca throne made insecure by the weakness of bis prede- 
cessors—a throne, too, wrested from the fangs of an 
usurper. To govern a nation, then, emerved from 
usurpation, W hich had acquired renown by its. brave 
struggles for its independence, for the many great cha~ 
racters which sprung up to defend its soil from the mi- 
nions of a subjugate of the world, who looked forwards 
for a recompense in the domestic and civil tranquillity 
which would ensue—who hoped to place their native 
country in an honourable rank among those of Europe, 
and who anticipated domestic enjoyment for the sacri- 
tices of a long and unequal war—instead of which, 
{hose men whose blood was spilt in overturning the 
despotism of a foreign invader, who gave back the 
throne to a family tmeapable of appreciating the 
bounty of such agift, were degraded—instead of be- 
‘* ing requited for their loyaly and patriotism, were treated 
as common trailors, wno sought to destroy what it was 
their proudest and * dearest object to preserve. This 
has been the disposition of Ferdinand—he has aban- 
doned the principles of truth and justice, has exhi- 
hited hemself in the blackest robes of violence and 
ingratitude, and has forfeited, by such conduct, the 
“esteem and respect of all good men.” Such, should 
ever fortune frown upon any reigning Flouse, would be 
the language of those who are grovelling i in the dust, be- 
fore it in the plentitude of its power. It is only because 
ferdinand is falling, not because Ferdinand deserves to 
fall, that this thing rails at him. Had the cruelty of Fer- 
dinand secured his throne, this thing would have justified 
his cruelty. His want of talent had never heen noticed , 
had he been able to supply the lack of wisdom with the 
bayonet, and the cannon. He might have abandoned all 
prince iples, like other Kings ; and have been as violent 
and ungrateful as he pleased, bad he been successful.— 
Our tiger-cat, and many others, are as cunning as the 
inn- keeper, who kept a gihbet and a sigu- post before 
his house ; and having images of the commanders Whi: 
were ontending in his v icinily, le removed them alter- 
nately from their situations as circumstances required. 
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aking care to gibbet the one defeated, and hoist the signs 
of the victorious captain! We have not yet reached the 
end of the quotation. Our loyalist seems to have risen 
fresh from the perusal of the Black Dwarf; and to have 
forgotten, that what was honest indignation in Ulysses, 
was base time-serving hypocrisy in Thersites. He con- 
tinues thus :— 

‘“¢ Again are mankind to be witnesses of the excesses 
‘¢ of an infuriated rabble, incensed by acts of oppres- 
“ sion, heated by the insults of misgovernment and the 
“ dastardly oppression of a foolish prince. Weare 
‘‘ aware of the wrongs against which the Spaniards rise 
“up. Those men who could have subdued the mad- 
‘ dening spirit of insurrection, who could have appeased 
“the wrath of an offended rabble, are no more—they 
‘“ were the first victims of the evil oppression of ° thas 
© ingrate, this cankered King, and nothing now re- 
mains, as it cannot be averted, but to let the spirit of 
** revenge outrun itself, let it rage on till it becomes ex- 
‘ hausted. Unless we can tear the spirit out with 
© the heart of man, we cannot make him forget his in- 
** juries ; it is not an attribute of our nature—ae 
* caunot be insensible to sufferance, to the worst cala- 
** mity that can afflict mankind—national oppresion. 
* The wretched monarch now sees the error of his past 
6 conduct, and is as desirous of repairing the breach in 
the affection of the Spaniards, as he has been hitherto 
(in making it. He, with the usual bombast of a ty- 
fant, talks of dying sword in hand, of defending the 
i liberties of his country, and the dignity of his crown, 
" against the sacrilegious attempts of treason. This 
, will not do—lead will not save a drowning man. 
si He has not ability to protect himself nor his country 
: from the ruin Which is impending, nor will the threats 
i . a renewal of former outrages upon the feelings of 
a pwns mon: har @ the least effect ue entimidating a 
Pris rmined people.—The minds of the Spaniards 
i‘ are inflamed by insult and endignily, so often, so 

repeatedly heaped upon then.” 

Is not this a fine loyal fellow! Is he nota rare sup- 
porter of the Bridge Street Gang: 1 am afraid that, 
ler all, T have mistaken him: and that he is not so 
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foolish—so very foolish, as T have thought him. Is tus 
loyalty a mask! Does he defend abuses here, in the 
hope they may be converted into wrongs, that may 
require his pen to justify as causes of rebellion 
Is he anxious to perpetuate corruptions here, and 
to encrease them, that they may amount to na- 
tional injuries that cannot be either overlooked ox 
forgiven. Is hea sort of riddle, who may be read two 
ways ’—or is he a lock, that can be opened only with 
one kKey—sell-interest— -but which key is equally effica- 
cious in any body’s hands? We have many of these 
things buzzing about us: indeed they are insects that 
abound in all monarchical countries. The atmosphere 
of republicanism is one in which they cannot exist. It 
affords them no food, and scorches them to nothing by 
the sun-beams of genuine freedom. If any chance were 
to place Ferdinand on the Englisn Throne, and render it 
probable that he should keep it, this scribbler would find 
virtues for him asabundant as blackberries. | He wouid 
become comely in person, and excellent in mind—a ve 
Titus in humanity, and a Cesar in his power. The 
thing would then abuse all the questioners of his utility, 
as it now abuses those who question the advantages of 
any existing corruption. Nero had more flatterers than 
Alfred :—nor did any monster that ever filled a throne, 
want wretches to fawn upon him, who would as readily 
have stabbed him to the heart, to please his successor. 
The Courier defends the good effects of the French Re- 
volution; while it equally defends the expenditure of 
willions upon millions to epposeits progress.” Whatever 
iS is right,” withthese animals !—In Pandemonium they 
wouid worship the devil, as readily as they laud the bo- 
roughmongers at home—for the same price. 


THE BLACK DWARF. 
TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


We are glad to say that Mr. Waddingtua maintains his ground 
against Sharpe and Murray, and their minions of all deseriptions. 
shiiet j it 1s said, has run away. How lone it will be before 

Sharpe takes to Als heels, we cannot Siv; Soire folks are sur- 
rise dhe has not already set off with that precious jewel—hims If, 
If he had succeeded in finding his character, he might have been 
afFearhier—hut what is he to do, while it remains in suspense. 


an 








12. 


THE BLACK DWARF. 


THE BLACKNERB, No. XC. 
neti eee ae 


“ My Masters of misrule! 1 have a crow to pluck with you”— 
Ov Pray. 





558. Boccaline hath this passage of soldiers. They came 
io Apollo, to have their profession made the eighth liberal sci- 
ence; which he granted. As soon as it was noised up and 
down, it came to the butchers, and they desired their profes- 
sion might be made the ninth; for, say they, the soldiers have 
this honour for the killing of men ; now we kill as well as they, 
but we kill beasts for the preserving of men, and why should 
we not have honour likewise done to us? Apollo could not 
answer their reasons, so he reversed his sentence, and made the* 
soldiers trade a mystery, as the butcher’s is.—John Selden. 


Table Talk, 1689. 





559. The intention of the Riot Act being to seize, and bring 
to regular trial by Jury, (see the Act, ) nothing ean be more 
absurd, besides the cruelty of it, than the application of fire- 
arms for quelling mobs; because fire-arms do not se¢ze people, 
but murder them !—a net, a rope, a shepherd’s crook, would 
be natural instruments for seizing or apprehending.—James 
Burgh. Political Disquisttions, 1775. 


560, Whenever the fundamentals of a free government are 
attacked, or any other schemes, ruinous to the general interest 
ofa nation, are pursued, the best service that can bedone to sach 
a nation, and even fo the prince, is to commence an early and 
vigorous opposition to them: for the event will always shew 
that those who form an opposition in this manner, are the tru- 
est friends to both, however they may be stigmatized at first 
with odious names, which belong more properly to those who 
throw dirt at them. If the opposition begin late, or be car- 
ried on more faintly than the exigence requires, the evil will 
grow ; nay, it will grow the more by such an opposition, till it 
becomes at length too inveterate for the ordinary methods of 
cure: and whenever that happens, whenever usurpation on na- 
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tional liberty are grown too strong to be checked by those or- 
dinary methuds, the people are reduced to this alternative ; 
they must either submit to slavery aud beggary, the werst of all 
political evils, or they must endeavour to prevent the impending 
mischief by open force and resistance, which is an evil but one 
degree less eligible than the cther. But when opposition is 
begun early, and carried on vigorously, there is time to obtain 
redress of grievances, and puta stop to such usurpations by 
these gentle and safe methods which their constitution hath pro- 
vided—methods which may and have often proved fatal to 
wieked men, but can never prove fatal to the prince himself. 
He is never in danger, but when these methods, which all arbi- 
trary courts dislike, are too long delayed. The most plansi- 
ble objection to such proceedings, and by which well meaning 
men are frequently made the bubbles of those who have the 
worst design, arises from a false notion of moderation. ‘True 
political moderation consists in not opposing the measures of 
Government except when great and national interests are at 
stake, and when that is the case, in opposing them with sucha 
degree of warmth es is adequate to the nature of the evils—to 
the circumstances of danger attending it—and even to those of 
opportunity, To oppose upon any other foot—to oppose 
things which are not blameworthy, or which are of no materia! 
consequence to the national interest, with such violence as may 
disorder the harmony of government, is certainly faction ;—but 
it is likewise faction, and faction of the worst kind, either not 
to oppose at all, or not to cppose in earnest when points of the 
greatest importanee to the nation are concerned.—Lord Bo- 
lingbroke. Remarks onthe History of England, 1758. 


561. He who hath bent him o’er the dead 

Ere the first day of death is fled, 

The first dark day of nothingness, 

The last of danger and distress, 

--Before Decay’s effacing fingers 

Have swept the line where Beauty lingers,— 

And marked the mild angelic air, 

The rapture of repose that’s there, 

The fix'd yet tender traits that streak 

The languor of the placid cheek, 

And—but for ihat sad shrouded eye 
That fires not, wins not, weeps not, now, 
And but for that chill clangeless brow, — 
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Where cold Obstruction’s apathy 

Appals the gazing mourner’s heart 

As if to him it could impart 

The doom he dreads--yet dwells upon : 

Yes, but for these and these alone, 

Some moments, aye—one treacherous hour, 

He st'll might doubt the tyrant’s power ; 

So fair, so calm, so softly sealed, 

The first—last look by Death revealed! 

Such is the aspect of this shore : 

‘Tis GREECE, but LIVING GREECE no more! 

So coldly sweet, so deadly fair, 

We start, for soul is wanting there. 

Hers is the loveliness of death, 

That parts not quite with parting breath; - 

But beauty with that fearful bloom 

That hue which haunts it to the tomb, 

Expression’s last receding ray, 

A gilded halo hovering round decay, 

The farewell beam of feeling past away! 
Spark of that flame, perchance of heavenly birth, 
Which gleams, but warms no more its cherish’d earth ! 

Clime of the unforgotten brave! 

Whose land froin plain to mosntain-cave 

Was Freedom's home, or Glory’s grave, 

Shrine of the Mighty! can it be, 

That this is ail remains of thee? 

Approach, thou craven crouching slave: 

Say 1s not this Thermopyle ? 

These waters blue that round you lave, 

Oh servile offspring of the tree-- 
Pronounce what sea, what shore is this ? 
The gulf, the reck of Salamis ! 

‘These scenes, their story not unknown, 

Arise, and make again your own; 

Snatch from the ashes of your sires 

The embers of their formers fires ; 

And he who in the strife expires 

Will add to theirs a name of fear 

That Tyranny shall quake to hear, 

And leave his sons a hope, a fame, 

They too will rather die than shame: 

For Freedom’s battle once begun, 

Bequeath'd by bleediug sire to son, 

Though baffled oft—is ever won. 
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Bear witness, Greece! thy living page, 

Attest it many a deathiless age ! 

While kings, in dusty di irkness bid, 
Have left a nameless’ pyramid, 

Thy heroes, though the general doow 

Hath swept the column from their toni: 

A mighter monument command, 

The mountains of their native land! 
There points thy muse to strangers eye 
The graves of those that cannot die ! 
*Twere long to tell and, sad to trace, 
Each step from splendour to disgrace ; 
Enough—no foreign foe could quell 

Thy soul, tll from itself it tell ; ; 

Yes! self-abasement pav’d the way 

‘Yo villain-bonds and despot sway. 

— Lord Byron. The Giaour, 1815. 


oe 


562. It is really pleasant to hear some Lords talk of mnova- 
iions in our Constitution. For God’s sake, my Lords, what are 
the laws we pass yearly? Is not every public law an imova- 
tion on our Constitution? Do we not thereby add to, allow, 
or abridge some of the powers or prerogatives of the Crown? 
{f we had not made many laws for the purpose, could it be 
said we should now have any liberty left? Criminals are every 
day inventing new crimes, or new methods for evading the laws 
that have been made for punishing or preventing them, which 
obliges us almost every year to pass new laws against them: by 
these the power of the Crown is generally enlarged. Ministers 
again are almost always contriving new methods for extending 
the prerogatives of the Crown, to the oppression of the people, 
which obliges us to be often contriving new laws for restraining 
them: by these, the power of the Crown, I shall grant, is les- 
sened, What then? Is not our government a limited Monar- 
chy? Is not the power of the Crown limited by our Constitu- 
tion and laws? If by experience it be found that the power of 
the Crown is not in some cases sufficiently limited by the laws in 
being, must not we, ought we not, to contrive new laws for that 
purpose ? Some Lords may, if they please, call this an er- 
croachment on the prerogatives of the Crown; I shall uot fall 
out with them about the term, because [ thiuk the prerogative 
may and ought to be restrained, as often as experience con- 


vinces us that it is turned to a wrong use—Lord Sandy’s De- 
hates in the Lords, i742, 
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LETTERS OF THB BLACK DWARF. 


x;om the Black Dwarf in Warwick Gaol, to Lord 
John Russell. 


ON THE MOCK AND REAL MBANS OF NATIONAL RELIEF. 


Your Lordship’s comet-like appearance in the hemis- 
phere or politics, naturally attracts some notice, though 
not of the kind which you evidently desire. You pant 
for political reputation, without the requisite steadiness, 
consistency, and perseverance, to gain the object of a 
laudable, bat erring ambition. An occasionai sparkling 
en some minor questions is not sufficient cither to fix ad- 
miration, or to gain confidence. We never know when 
your lights will shine forth, and therefore we rarely ex- 
pect them ; while we know they will be shortly extin- 
guished, whenever they do appear, and therefore we 
are indifferent whether they appear or not. Your at- 
tack upon the Reformers was ridiculous ;—for you are 
one of a junto actually usurping the rights and liberties 
of your country. As you must know, that the ruin of 
the country has arisen solely from the degradation of the 
representation, you must feel yourself, as a borough- 
monger, and a party to the degradation of the represen- 
tation, one of the effictent causes of the threatened ruin 
which awaits the present generation. This you have, 
indeed, avowed. You declare a Reform is necessary ; 
and you particularize an instance of that necessity, in a 
borough which is your own property ; or, at least, the 
property of your family. Yet, while avowing yourself 
to be an usurper of public rights, you have dared to ¢a- 
lumniate those who have charged you with your usur- 
pations. It was the reply of a criminal to a charge 
which could not be disproved ; and it will require some 
exertion on your part, in the public cause, to wipe away 
the stain which your pen has fixed upon the name of 
Russell. 

Your next appearance was equally unfortunate. In 
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the name of the liberties and welfare of England, you 
addressed a letter to Mr. Wilberforce! The House of 
Russell appealing to the znfluence of Mr. Wilbertorce, 
to use his interest with the Ministry, to abstain from 
endangering the peace of the country, was an event to 
wonder at. Mr. Wilberforce had long before forfeited 
all his importance, with both the ministry, and the pub- 
lic. From the period when the religious, disinterested, 
Mr. Wilberforce, was taunted by Mr. Canning, with 
beiny as frequently seen begging at the door of the Trea- 
sury, as any other regular ministerial dependant, he fell 
into the bottomless abyss of public distrust: nor is it 
possible, either to pull him out, or to sink him deeper 
than he has sunk himself. Yet he was selected, by a 
member of the ancient aristocracy, to be the medium 
of the salvation of his country! ‘To such miserable 
shifts have the descendants of the Howards and Russells 
been reduced! I would burn the escutcheons of m 

forefathers, rather than thus sully them, by such servile 
condescension. You have again ventured into the light 
of day, from the retirement of Woburn Abbey, and ad- 
dressed a letter to the Farmers of Huntingdonshire, on 
a subject on which you must be well-informed, and on 
which it is your duty, as a man, to be equally explicit. 
Yet I look in vain for that candour which is requisite to 
enlighten those whom you address. That I may not be 
thought to misrepresent you, I will give the extracts of 
your letter. You say, addressing the farmers on their 


proposal to petition the legislature for additional restric- 
tions on the importation of corn :— 


‘¢ Tt being impossible, therefore, by means of a corn-bill to 
restore the war prices, I beg of you seriously to consider whether 
anew corn-bill is likely to do you at present any good whatever. 
Supposing you were allowed to frame it yourselves, or that 
the Legislature should enact a prohibition at all times to im- 
port any article the produce of the soil of Great Britain, would 
your distress be atall relieved @ IT think not. I think also that 
if you agree thus far, you must also agree with me that any 


efforts in this direction are not likely to be attended with benefit 
io yourselves, 
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+ For the truth of this, I appeal to the best of all tests-—the 
experience of last year. By active petitioning, you obtained a 
committee on the state of agriculture. And what was the re- 
sult? Evidence proving the listress beyond all doubt, and 
a report suggesting no relief but time and patience. ‘Time has 
uot yet brought you any consolation ; and as for patience you 
surely did not require twenty-one gentlemen to sit three 
months for the purpose of recommending that well-known 
virtue. , 

“ But the committee have also advised an alteration of the 
corn-bill. That is to say, they recommend a lower importation 
price with aduty. Whether such a law as a permanent system 
night not be better than the present, | am not quite prepared 
to decide. But it is clear that lowering the importation price 
would bring you ne relief for the present distress. And Tam 
inclined to believe, that with many sugared words, the framer 
of the report intended to lay the foundation for subverting the 
principle of the Corn-bill altogether,and introducing foreign corn 
atalltimes into market. For the principle of admitting foreign 
corn when our own prices are low being once granted, it would 
be extremely difficult, if not impossible, to impose duties suf- 
ficient to counterbalance the taxes paid by the English farmer. 
A duty of 40 or 40 shillings a quarter, upon foreign corn 
could hardly be enacted ; and if enacted, certainly would not 
be persisted in. But Lam inclined to think, that if foreign 
corn were admitted, even if you had scarcely any taxes to 
pay, it would not be easy for the farmers ef England, who 
require to live in a certain degree of respectability and com- 
fort, to compete with the lords of Poland and Russia, whose 
vassal peasantry are unacquainted with the wants of a civilized 
state. Corn is a manufacture (to use our new phraseology) 
cheaply produced in a fertile soil by wretched ploughs, 
wretched horses, and wretched men, | 

‘There is a party, amongst us, however, distinguished in 
what is called the Science of Political Economy, who wish to 
substitute the corn of Poland and Russia for our own. ‘Their 
principle is, that you ought always to buy where you can 
buy cheapest. ‘They repeat with emphasis that the nation pays 
a tax of 25,000,0001. yeatly to the growers of corn. They 
count as nothing the yalue to the country of a hardy race of 
farmers and labourers. They care not for the difference be- 
tween an agricultural and manufacturing population in all that 
oucerus morals, order, national strength, and uational tranquil- 
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lity.—-Wealth 1s the only object of their speculation; tor dé 
they surely consider the two or three millions of people who 
may be reduced to utter beggary in the course of their opera- 
tions. This they call diverting capital into another channel. 
Their reasonings lie so much in abstract terms; their spe- 
culations deal so much by the gross; that they have the same 
insensibility about the sufferings of a people, that a general 
has respecting the loss of men wearied by his operations. 

“Tt istothese men, I suspect, that our ministers are about 
to vive up the question of a trade in corn—such a change would 
be in them nothing new. For several years they steadily sup- 
ported the Bank ; and the House of Commons of that day voted 
several falsehoods in support of tt. Yet at last they turned 
round on their old friends, and joining the political economists, 
passed the actknown by the name of Mr. Peel’s Bill. For 
many years also they opposed a reduction of the army; but 
this year (owing in a great measure to the indefatigable ability 
of Mr. Hume) they have reduced most largely. Their adm- 
istration was originally founded, as you may remember, on 
the cry of ‘No Popery!” but in a short time, I have no 
doubt, we shall see them emancipate the Catholics. Jn the same 
way I think I perceive that they are about to abandon the far- 
mers and their own bill of 1815, to join hand in lrand with the 
Political Economists. 1 would, therefore, advise you to watch 
narrowly any new measure of legislation respecting corn; in 
seeking additional protection you may be cheated into a law 
that will leave you worse off than you are at present. Nor do 
J mean to blame the ministers for any ill intentions towards 
their country ; their meaning is generally good ; but their cabinet 
of ten, a body too small for debate, and too large for exe- 
cation, is apt to be carried away by any wind that comes across 
them. Political Economy is now the fashion ; and the farmers 


of England are likely, if they do not keep a good look out, to 
be the victims.” 


Now, of what use is all this jargon, for it is mere 
jargon, to the farmer? Not one in a hundred can com- 
prehend its literal import ; and that import does not, in 
reality, concern them. They want relief. Some score 
of knaves are misleading them with respect to that relief. 
They think that the introduction of foreign corn, reduces 
the price of their produce. Jt is nonsense tu tell them, 
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that if all importation was stopped, they would not be 
the better for it; for it is evident they would. But you 
should tell them the real fact—that the ministry and bo- 
soughmongers dare not risk again the experiment of dear 
bread, lest the Radicals should be roused from their re- 
pose. They want to hear nothing about the report of 
the kast committee. They feel that it was a delusive 
farce, got up to puzzle, not to relieve them. They feel 
it has done them no good—that it can do them na good. 
Why do not yqu tell them, that it was never intended to 
do them any good, that it was a mere politic device to 
keep them quiet, and to induce them to wait patiently 
in expectation of a relief that will never beafforded them. 
Why do you not explain to them also, the z:easons why they 
have been so mocked with idle hopes? Whyde you not 
tellthem, that the persons who are called taeir represen- 
tatives,and who ought tolook after their interests, are not 
their representatives, and do not look after their inter- 
ests. Why du you not tell them, what must be the 
conviction of yeur own mind, that nething but a REFORM 
IN PARLIAMENT can hold out to them any hopes of a re- 
lief? Why such useless digressions upon the state of other 
countries, and such a concealment of the causes of the ruin 
of your own. Why do you stoop to talk of the vassal 
peasantry of Poland, and of Russia? You know that 
the Russian and Polish peasantry, are better clothed, 
better fed, and better lodged, than the peasantry of Eng- 
land ; and that the cattle of the Russian and Polish pea- 
santry ave better accommodated than the peasantry of 
Ireland. You ought to be above this falsehood, for it 
is nothing better; and the national pride to which it is 
owing, ought not to be subservient to such mean delu- 
sion. But, pray what does your lordship mean, by say- 
ing the English farmer, if he had scarcely any taxes to 
pay, weuld scarcely be able te compete with the lords of 
Poland and Russia? What should hinder him ? What 
enabled him to compete with them before he was crushed 
fo the ground by the weight of taxation 2? Does your 
lordship mean to say, that corn could be grown, and 
harvested in Russia, and transmitted to this country, as 
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cheap as it could be grown here, if there were no oppres.- 
sive taxation to encrease ils price? The Russian and 
Polish labourer enjoys a much greater proportion of the 
produce of his toil thanthe English labourer. Ofcourse, 
the proprietor has not a larger proportion for the market, 
than the Enlish proprietor ; and it is to contend that the 
English soil is not half so productive as Russia, or Po- 
land, to contend that, on the same conditions the Eng- 
lish farmer could not sell cheaper in his own mar- 
kets than the Russian or Pole could supply them. It is 
a gross fallacy, which ought not to have found a propa- 
gator in an English nobleman—and more especially of 
the House of Russell. The only cause of the distress 
is taxation; and yet in the whole of your letter, this 
cause is not once alluded to, but in a way to misrepre- 
sent it. As to whether foreign corn be admitted, or 
not admitted, it is almost immaterial. The exclusion 
of foreign corn, has been followed by the ruin of the Eng- 
lish farmers; and its admission could have done no 
more then ruinthem. Nor have the farmers any thing 
to do with the new race of “ political economists” 
whose reasonings they cannot comprehend ; if indeed, 
(which may be doubted,) they are at all comprehen- 
sible. But, whether the Barings, and Ricardos, are 
right, or wrong, this must be conceded, that they did 
not create the evils, if they are unable to remedy them. 
The “ Jews, and brokers, and contractors,” are not to 
blame for taking advantage of the circumstances which 
favored their acquisition of wealth. They are the mere 
consequences of a bad system—and not its authors. 
They may be wrong, as they are on pudlic grounds; and 
right, as they are on private grounds—but the farmers 
have nothing to do with them, though their landlords may. 
It is true that wealth is every thing with that class of 
speculators ; but has it not been every thing also with 
other classes—with the landlords—with the farmers— 
with the manufacturers—with the merchants? Did they 
ever pause to consider whom they sacrificed, when they 
were accumulating wealth? Why then blame others who 
are following te same interested object, by thesame means. 
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if this new race are becoming 50 dangerous, «hat makes 
themso? A cause at which your lordship will not glance. 
If they prevail in the legislature, it is because the legis- 
lature is either corrupt, or imperfect. If the farmers 
were honestly represented, by sensible men, this new 
race would be kept in their proper sphere. Nor isit 
any thing but childish to complain of the ministry. It 
is the defective representation, the boroughmonger- 
ing corruptions, which enables them to play what 
antics they please. To amend the representation, is 
the only means of preventing these inconsistencies ; and 
until it isso amended, you may call upon the farmers to 
watch narrowly, till your lungs crack, and they may 
watch till their eyes ache, tonopurpose. Enable themto 
interfere, and you will do something. Copy the exam- 
ple of Lord Camden: and as he threw back into the Ex- 
chequer the emoluments which he neither earned, nor 
needed, do you and your family sacrifice upon the altar 
of patriotism ihe borough usurpations, which never 
avail you in your pursuit of distinction, and which 
always render your professions of patriotism doubtful 
or ridiculous. As matters now stand, what can the 
farmers expect from watching, but loss of time ;—and 
what from petitioning, but insult? Already the same 
abuse is beginning to be heaped upon them, as was 
heaped upon the reformers. They are told to put on 
their smock-frocks, and go to work as their labourers 
are used to work—they are taunted with their extrava- 
gance, and drunkenness, when times were prosperous 
with them ; and it is almost asserted that it is their duty 
to starve with all due decorum and good manners ;— 
and to remedy all this, they are to keepa ‘* good look 


_out!’—after what they are unable to prevent! 


Then your lordship really thinks, that ‘the inten- 
‘tions of the ministry towards their country are generally 
“good.” If so, your lordship is the most factious man 
alive; and silence is your best security upon all public 
matters in future. And why, my lord, is a cabinet of 
ten “too small for debate, and too large for execution!” 
Of how many, or how few, would you have a cabinet 
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composed £ And when the precise pointis settled, what 
will it benetit the farmers ?—or how will it tend to lessen, 
or remedy, the public distress? Ten plain sentences 
would have sufficed to put the farmers ina plain path, to 
find their way out of the mire ; and your lordship has 
strung a hundred together, which will only keep them 
where they are, unless they are wise enough to returo 
your letter—thank you for your kindness—tell you your 
advice may do well enough for lords, but that it is far 
above their humble comprehensions—and turn round 
upon their only chance of safety, Parliamentary Reform. 
What, for instance, could an Enylish farmer make of 
the following proposition of your lordship’s :—‘‘ Corn is 
“a manufacture cheaply produced ina fertile soil, by 
‘wretched ploughs, wretched horses, and wretched 
‘“men.” Do you mean him to infer, that it is because 
he has good ploughs, goo? horses, and good men, that it 
costs him more to produce corn — If so, he has only to 
break his plovghs, get bad horses, and wretched labour- 
ers, to raise cheap corn!!! Is this your Lordship’s mean- 
ing? A common observer would say, that the better 
the implements, and the cattle, and the labourers, the 
cheaper, and the more abundant the produce would be: 
—but your lordship looks through the jaundiced specta- 
cles furnished by the borough-system ; and unwilling to 
assign the true cause, you grasp too eagerly at any 
plausible reason, without stopping toexamine its validity. 
The facts of the case are clear acd few. A badsystem 
has produced bad measures! and bad measures have an- 
ticipated the resources of the state for several genera- 
lions. The obvious remedy, and the only one, is to 
amend the eystem. A genuine representation of the 
people would produce an effectual remedy in a month: 
—but the present representation, which has produced 
the evil, CANNOT apply the remedy. Its interests 
will not allow it to do so: for the remedy consists in 
the sacrifice of those interests. A real representation 
of the people would regulate the terms of all con- 
tracls for periods of time, by the price of which at 
the time the contract was made, and its present 
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value. It would revise what is called the funded sys- 
tem, and reduce the debt in a similar propor- 
tion, converting all the funds into annwetces, which 
is the only mode of creating a national sinking 
fund. It would, if it were necessary carry retrenchment 
so far as to call upon the chief magistrate, to reduce his 
establishment as low as the establishment of the chief 
magistrate of America ; and compel every public func- 
tionary to accede to similar réductions. But will the 
present representation do this? We may be sure it will 
not :—that it will defend its own interests, itsown emolu- 
ments to the last, let who will be ruined, let who will be 
destroyed. Your lordship knows this; and it is your 
duty, in return for the public grants which your ances- 
tors received, and which your family still enjoy, to stand 
between the people and a financial despotism, as your 
ancestors did between them and the military despotism 
with which they were threatened. Come forth, then, 
and shew yourself worthy of your ancestry, and deserv- 
ing of your advantages! Away withall useless circumlo- 
cution. Point to the corruptions in the legislation, and 
tell the people that their evtd genius has entrenched him- 
self in the supposed citadel of their liberties. Tell them, 
that in their own Aouse, where their own representatives 
ought to be seated, sit those who have misled them and 
betrayed their interests. Tell them, you are one of those 
whom accident has placed among the list of the usurpers 
of their rights; but that you are ready, nay anxious to 
do them justice, and restore their privileges. Do these 
things, and you will not speak to the people in vain. 
Neglect to do them much longer, and you will be unable 
to do any thing. You yourself must fall under the 
operation of a system that must terminate in universal 
destruction; and Iam mistaken in your character, not- 
withstanding I feel you have not done all that your sta- 
tion required, if you will feel any consolation in being 
among the last of those who are destroyed. | 
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SIGNS OF THE “ TIMES.’ 

“ The condition of the Ionian Isles, would be disgraceful to the 
Government whose yoke they bear, if that government were not 
the same, which has for so many centuries raled Ireland on simi- 
lar principles—to wit, with an utter disregard of the wants, the 
interest, and national characteristics of the people. For the 
exact degree of blame which ought to attach upon the imme- 
diate governor of these Greck Islands, we are not able to calcu- 
late with precision. Nor is it likely that the public will socn be 
possessed of materials for that species of estimate. For such is 
the curious dexterily and shrewdness with which the family of 
the * Lord Commissioner,* as he is called, have chosen their 
position in the political world at home, that hisexcellencyjis pro- 
tected, from every risk of enquiry into his proceedings as a 
governor. No matter what sufferings may be inflicted on the 
lonians; nor how pathetic, and indeed heart-rending may be the 
complaints transmitted by them to Eugland, against him whom 
they term their oppressor, The government and the opposition 
appear equally inclined toscreen him. Inthe ininisters, doubtless, 
it would be treason to their craft, were they to withhold the 
official buckler from any subaltern officer in the civil service, 
let his supposed delinguency have rendered him ever so obnoxious 
And from their professed opponents, what can be expected? 
Would you have them countenance a motion in Parhament 
against a Whig Earl? Such as we have before said, is the 
lucky choiee which certain persons have made of this position 
with regard to party:—-lucky for them, but not so for the poor 
lonians: nor mere so for the people of Great Britain. The 
latter ought to feel ita public wrong.”—Vide Old Times News- 


paper, Dec. 14th, 1821. 
TO THE EDITOR. 

Sir, The above extract, is offered to your 
readers, as a specimen of the language, and sentiments, 
respecting our boroughmongering government, in which 
the Old Times paper, is in the constant habit of indulging. 
Is it possible, is it necessary, for the veriest Radical in 
England, to painta more deplorable, a more hopeless 
picture, of the situation of a country, brought on by the 
corruptions of its government, than is here given in the 
above short extract. Of the truth of the likeness to the 
original, no observing and honest man, can possibly 
entertain a doubt: and yet this extract is taken from a 
paper which is perpetually insulting the Radicals, and 
all those who are sincerely disposed to put an end to a 
system so pregnant with calamity and infamy. As a con- 
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Jusion or tail-piece to that picture, the Old Times talks 
of “ the lucky choice which certain persons have made, of 
their position, wilh regard to party.” —‘¢ Lucky for them, 

he adds, ‘¢ but not so for the poor Tonians,—nor more 
so for the people of Great Britain, who ought they say, 
to feel ita public wrong.” Indeed! But how are they 
to express that feeling? They have never yet expressed 
their feelings of disapprobation, of the system of misrule ; 
and their wish to put an effectual stop to it; which have 
not been met, by the reprobation, reproaches, and insults 
of the Old Times politicians; with the single exception, 
of the Queen’s case. What adetestable mockery, then, 
of their sufferings, to unite such sentiments, with acon- 
duct, so utterly at variance with them? and how infi- 
nitely more reprehensible, than the conduct of the pro- 
fessed hirelings of the system? The people of England 
then, according to the doctrines of the Old Times, are to 
bear with their unlucky positien, till some lucky chance 
of fortune, shall come to their relief. For no efforts, that 
they have hitherto made; and no projects, that have 
hitherto been devised for their relief, have been lucky 
enough to suit the taste of the Old Times newspaper. 
That paper, however, continues to labour on, in its 
vocation, true to its principles, that is its interests; 
aud, in the true Castlereaghan style, is content to 
dig holes one day, and fill them up the next. For 
such is precisely the efiect of their political labours, 
so far as they relate to tlie advancement of the public 
cause. In the mean time, Mr. Hume is lauded to the 
skies by the Old Times; for his unwearied perseverance 
in the painful and unprofitable task of throwing pearls 
before swine. But the swine, to which Mr. Hume’s 
pearls ure thrown, are not to be disturbed in their profit- 
able amusement of picking them up, and pocketing them ; 
till Time shall be brought to bed of some ducky event 
for our relief. Mr. Hume, however, is not quite so 
squeamish upon the question of Parliamentary Reform, 
as his eulogist in the old Times paper. He manfully and 
candidly tells the men of Hereford, “ That it is the only 
thing we can look to for an effectual relief.” He calls it 
* the great polar star, to lead us in our course :—the 
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object to which we ought to direct our steady and unre- 
mitting efforts: —Nota paltry, trifling reform, but one 
that will give an effectual controul to the people over 
the expenditure of the nation.” Bravo, Mr. Hume, 
this is right, this is noble; but be it known to you that 
the course which you point out, as leading to national 
salvation, is the very course which the Reformers 
have long since pointed out for the same purpose; and 
have for \ years past themselves pursued, through evi: re- 
port, and good report ; and with dungeons, chains, and 
zibbets for their only reward. Nevertheless, we shall 
be glad to accept of Mr. Hume’s services, though offered 
at the eleventh hour ; and we promise him, that he shall 
have our cordial co-operation and support, in his warfare 
against corruption. Which, if his professions be sincere, 
may be quite as useful to him in the long run, as the 
empty praises of the Old Times politicians. We do desire 
Mr. Hume, however, and all those who act with him, to 
remember, and ever to bear in mind, that the way has 
been trodden, and the public mind prepared for him, by 
numerous forlorn hopes of veterans in the cause of Re- 
form, long before he made his appearance in the political 
arena. Many of whom have fallen sacrifices to their 
zeal; and hundreds of others, now living, are still 
smarting under the effects of ‘‘ Judgments iniquitously 
‘* legal,’ or from the wounds inflicted by the bloody 
hand of open, bare-faced, and tyrannical violence. But 
if the Reformers are wrong in their honest opinions, re- 
specting the causes of the national malady, and the means 
of cure; which, by the bye, it does not become the Old 
Times of all others (from the sentiments which they are 
daily disseminating to the world) to eharge them withal : 

let that paper henceforth cease its worse than useless ex- 
posures of, and denunciations against, the corruptions 
of the system ; which, upon their principles with respect 
to Reforn, and in our situation, can have no other pos- 
sible practical effects, than to goad, and irritate, and 
inflame the public mind into frenzy ; and finally, to 
make the very stones rise in mutiny against a system of 
injustice, plunder, and misrule ; let them, at least, have 
the decency to throw a veil over the state ulcers, till 
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they can make up their minds to advocate the remedy, 
and apply the instruments of cure; and till then, their 
proper policy, solar as it respects the public, would 
be, to— aed 

‘* Let high-sighted tyranny rage on, 

«* Till each man drop by lottery.” 


CATO. 


P. S.—My former letter, respecting the conduct and 
policy of the Old Times paper, was written and sent to 
you early in the last month. The foregoing letter was 
written sometime about the middle of last month; and 
both of them before I had heard, or seen, any thing of 
the criminatory and re-criminatory matter, published in 
that paper on the 19th and 21st ult., between Stoddart 
and Walter. But it does not appear, that there would 
have been any necessity to alter the sentiments which J 
have ventured to express in those letters, had I read the 
statements alluded to beforehand. On the contrary, | 
think you will agree with me, that my opinions, respect- 
ing the political motives of these worthies, have not, ac- 


cording to their own shewing, been very wide of the 
mark, 


~~ cob - 





CHURCH AND STATE. 


It is avery just observation, which we have met with in 
more authors than one, that the people of England are slow 
at inventing, but excellent in the art of improving a disco. 
very; and we cannot recollect any thing, in which this refec- 
tion appears more clearly verified, than with relation to epis- 
copacy ; which, though originally of foreign growth, never 
arrived to its complete maturity, till transplanted into this 
hospitable country ; a country prone to admire and cultivate 
every ultra-marine production. But this is a point which 
requires some particular illustration. In the early ages of 
Christianity, a bishopric was a laborious station, exposed to 
numberless dangers, and fiery trials; insomuch, that many 
of the clergy then declined the honor, atid: had. too much 
reason to say, nolo episcopari ; ut in modern times, the bur- 
den is so happily alleviated, that a double-chined prelate 
hath now little more to do, than to attend the summons of 
the Ministry, to assist them with a vote in the Senate, and to 
‘oll at case in his carviage, or to snore in his stall—an 
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edifice very aptly contrived for this purpose, as the poet pathe- 
tically speaks, ! 
Senes ut in Otio tuta recedant. 

No wonder, therefore, that whenever any man ts compli- 
mented with the tempting offer of a mitre, though the old 
selfdenying form is still religiously observed, he like a coy, 
but prudent damsel, cries NO, and takes it, The Eccle- 
siastical Historians inform us, ‘that. in days of yore Bishops 
were so unmannerly, that they frequently thwarted — the 
civil powers, and disconcerted their measures. But behold 
how geod and joyful a thing it is, whenchurch and state, 
like loving brethren, go band in hand, and dwell together 
in unily The primitive bishops were daily occupied at the 
altar, aud other fatiguing duties of their function. Our more 
political prelates are experimentally apprised that it turns to 
much better account to dance attendance at a great man’s 
levee, and leave the drudgery of prayer and preaching to 
their half-starved curates. The patriarchs of the primitive church 
were but slenderly supported, by the voluntary contributions 
of Christian proselytes. ‘Those of our own, born under more 
propitious stars, are not only possessed of ample temporal 
lordships, by the laws of the land, allotted for their Gwn main- 
tenance ; but are also enabled, by the disposition of severa! 
pretty ecclesiastical preferments, to make a splendid provision 
for a numerous progeny of sons, daughters, nieces, &c. 

As the advancement of a primitive priest to the episcopal 
dignity was entirely founded upon his own intrinsic merit, ab- 
stracted from any worldly consideration ; so in promoting others, 
he had respect to nothing but learning and diligence in the dis 
charge of the ministerial ofhice, together with an exemplary 
purity and integrity of !ife. He countenanced no er ingers, 
sycophanis, or informers; gave uo encouragement to bribery, 
smock-simony, or any of those arts, by which too many of the 
Clergy in later times, have endeavoured to recommend them 
selves to the patronage of the right reverends. ‘The ancient 
Bishops, 1 imitation of John the Baptist, would take upou 
them boldly to rebuke the vices of Princes and Courtiers, 
Ambrose in particular, a prelate of the fourth century, was 
$9 unpolished as to exclude the Emperor Theodosius from 
the Lucharist; nor could he be persuaded to absolve and 
re-admit him to Church Communion, till he had sate upon the 
stool of repentanee for eight mouths, and testified the deepest 
contrition for revenging the extra-judicial proceedings against 
Buthericus. Lastly thie ancients entertamed such an insupe- 
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rable antipathy to Pluralities, that no motive could influence 
them to accept of any appendage to a Bishoprick, The wiser 
moderns, in conjunction with their Bishopricks, commonly hold 
either a Deanry, or a comfortable Prebend, together with a 
rood fat Parsonage, and perhaps half a dozen sinecures in 
commendam. ‘Thus we think, that upon an impartial compa 
rison, it will evidently appear, that however the Greeks may 
have excelled usin the art of Rhetoric, or Poetry, we must 
be allowed fairly to have outstripped them in refining upon 
Bishop-craft. Fattened as many of our Bishops are, with the 
rich spoils ef the Church, what escapes their own grasp, they 
are perpetually heaping on the shoulders of their reverend sub- 
stitutes, as if our ecclesiastical establishment was only a bank to 
enrich a few clerical families, and those of a description who 
conttibuted nothing to its support. This is popery with a 
witness, and the worst of popery, viz.—secularising spiritual 
things; It would be well if their Lordships would reverse the 
practise, and hasten to spiritualise, their seculars, It is such an 
eagerness as this to engross the good things of this world, in 
those who profess a self-denying doctrine, that is a greater hind- 
erance to the propagation of the gospel than all that the freest 
denouncers of it have written against it. THESE ARE THE 
WOUNDS, may the divine author of our religion say ‘that [ 
have received in the house of my friends,’ if he will call 
them his friends, who are of a spirit so contrary to his. [tis 
really a misfortune to a pious young clergyman to enter into 
an ecclesiastical family; the religious spirit he brought with 
him runs great hazard of being extinguished by the rubbish 
his good father-in-law will be hastening to heap upon him ; 
rich benefices, prebends, deaneries, &c. are in his paternal eye 
portions for his amiable daughters.—Pudet hec opprobria, 
&c. ‘These worldly propensities are too public to be concealed, 
too mischievous to pass uncensured; but it isto be feared too 
prevalent to be speedily reformed. The duty of the clergy is 
to teach religion by the practice of the virtues which it en- 
joins; thei: power ought to be confined to thngs spirituad ; 
but for many, many years, they have evinced the baneful and 
culpable ambition of extending their rights and power, over 
things ¢emporal, and to ebtain a great influence in affairs of 
State. While they profess to renounce the pomp of the world, 
they seek every day to increase their wealth by all sorts of arti- 
fices: they promise paradise, they threaten eternal punishment, 
and employ the name of Cod to ‘strip the rich and the 
poor, ffwe advert to history, we read that in the sixteenth 
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century, a great dissension having arisen amoung the incon* 
ceivable retailers of indulgences, the disorders of the clergy» 
their scandalous pleasures, and their haughty dominiens, 
yave birth to the reforms of Luther and Calvin. These 
great scourges of the insolenee and rapacity of the clergy con. 
verted into current specie the gold and silver of the churches, 
burnt the archives, and uncloistered ahe monks and nants. 
While the clergy were fighting theologically, and had totally 


nevlected morality in unintelligible controversies, the «good 


Henry the Fourth tenderly rebuked them :—“ Preach by your 
vood exaniples, said he, let the people be incited to goodness 
by your behaviour: T would with all my heart, conform to the 
doctrines you preach, but surely you cannot think that Tam 





ignorant of what you do.” 





CONTRAST. 


F.NGLAND, 
The Envy and Admiration of the 
Wold!” 

‘Ata late meeting of landed 
proprietors in Sussex, Mr. Ell- 
man, the younger, said, * he had 
seen English labourers, wonest, 
coop MEN, Observe, employed 
in drawing beach gravel! Oue of 
them, the leader, worked with a 
BELL ABOUT HIS NECK!!!" 
And this in England, too! Oh! 
the envy af surrounding nations ! 
and the admiration of the world! 
Oh! what a happy country! Im- 
pudent radicals! to want a re- 
form in Parliamént, under.which 
men enjoy sueh blessings. Mr. 
Ellman doves not say how much 
the honest, good men obtained 
for drawing beach gravel; butal 
Birmingham labourers are paid 
three farthings a barrowfull for 
wheeling sand up a stevp hilla 
mile in length, at which they 
inay earn, by very hard work, 
sixpence per day. They used to 
he allowed a penny a barrow, 





but it was thought they earned 
too much, aud it was accordingly | 
reduced. 
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Botany Bay! 
The receptacle of Thieves and 
Felons. 

‘‘The Govenor of New South 
Wales has lately made a tour of 
inspection of the colony, and 
published his reports in the course 
of his narrative, we observe the 
following statement:--The troops 
and convicts are most comfortably 
accommodated ; the former hav. 
ing a good barrack and the dat. 
ter neat huts, with gardens adjoin- 
ing, sufficiently large to supply 
vegelables in abundance!’ This 
isin New South Wales, observe ; 
among convicted incendiaries, 
housebreakres, and theives of ail 
deseriplions ; men who were too 
bud to remuin on Uris side the 
water ; and to bein such acon 
dition aud so well provided fur, 
is luxury itself in conparison 
with the state of thousands of 
Kuglish labourers. 
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